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A Christmas Tale                                                 
 One of the classic Christmas stories is “A Charlie Brown Christmas”. We have all 
seen it. 

 As the familiar story goes, Charlie Brown is feeling glum, despite the arrival of the    
cheerful holiday season. When he complains about the overwhelming materialism he sees, 
Lucy suggests that he direct the school Christmas pageant. Charlie Brown accepts, but his 
best efforts are ignored and mocked by his peers. 

 When an attempt to restore the proper holiday spirit with a forlorn little Christmas 
tree fails, Charlie Brown, at his wit’s end, loudly asks if anybody knows what Christmas is 
all about. As Linus tells him about the true meaning of Christmas, Charlie Brown cheers 
up, and the Peanuts gang unites to celebrate the holiday season. 

 Linus was right, we won't let all this commercialism ruin our Christmas! In many 
ways, Christmas 2021 may not be the “best Christmas”, but there's still hope to make it a 
good one. We should reflect that the Charlie Brown Christmas tree may be about this 
strange year we're living in, but there is hope. 

 Hopefully, you get the chance to snuggle up on the couch with some loved ones this 
year to watch ‘A Charlie Brown Christmas’. At the end of the Christmas special, Charles 
M. Schulz's Peanuts gang discovers Christmas's real meaning and embraces Charlie's little 
tree. All it needed was a little love! 

 We must remember that the true Christmas story was about a child that was born not 
under ideal conditions, but a humble and perhaps a dreary place. Then came the birth of 
Our Savior. A simple barnyard transformed into Majesty as the Christmas Lyrics sing out: 

 
What Child is this who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

          Transformation of God’s Love  -  Just like Charlie Brown’s Christmas tree. 

https://www.wideopeneats.com/black-christmas-tree/
https://www.wideopenspaces.com/outdoor-themed-ugly-christmas-sweaters/
https://www.wideopencountry.com/best-backyard-zipline/
https://homedepot.sjv.io/KV3Yv
https://rare.us/entertainment-and-culture/great-pumkin-charlie-brown/
https://www.wideopeneats.com/christmas-foods-at-costco/
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NO SCHOOL 

There will be no school December 22 
through January 3.  School will resume 
on Tuesday, January 4. 

No school on Monday, January 17— 
Teacher In-service. 

 

LOVE ‘N LEARN NEWS 

December is a busy month; the  

children will be learning about  

Christmas and what it means.  We will 
not have a gift exchange between  

children.  We are asking that no gifts 
be brought for anyone at Love ‘n 
Learn.  Love ‘n Learn will be closed 
December 23rd, 24th & December 
31st. 

 

Love N Learn has openings for   

children 3yrs old thru Kindergarten. All 
kids must be potty trained. 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Congratulations to students and  

parents of those who received the  

Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time.  Special thanks and  

appreciation to their teachers.  
A special breakfast was provided for 
the students on Monday, Dec. 6th. 

Thank you to Home & School for   
making this special for our students. 

 

USED UNIFORM SALE 
There will be a used uniform sale on 
Saturday, Jan. 8th from 10am-1pm in 
the SMGS All Purpose Room. If you 
have uniforms you would like to donate 
or sell, please bring them to the office 
on Friday, Jan. 7th. 

 

 
. 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2022 

 
 
January 30th through  
February 5th, 2022, 
we will be celebrating 
Catholic Schools 
Week. Look for  
special events in next 
month’s newsletter.  
The theme for this 
year’s celebration is 
Catholic Schools: 
Faith. Excellence. 
Service. 
 
 

 

 

 

Fitness Tip: 

Stay active even on a rainy day. Just 

because your child can’t play outside 

because it’s raining doesn’t mean it’s 

time to turn on the TV. Put on music 

and encourage your kids dance in the 

house, walk briskly in an indoor mall 

or take a trip to your community center 

and swim in the indoor pool (if there is 

one).  

Healthy Tip: 

Grocery Shopping can teach your 

child about food and nutrition.       

Discuss where vegetables, fruits, 

grains, dairy and protein foods come 

from. Let your children make healthy  

choices. 

Morning Drop Off 

Thank you to all the families for a great job with morning 

drop off!! We appreciate everyone's cooperation during 

these times. 

As a reminder,  we ask that you not  drop off until 7:30. 

Also, please do not wait until you get to the door to let 

students out. Students can exit 5 cars deep and walk 

along the sidewalk to the door. This helps to make the 

drop off line go quickly. 

http://www.chla.org/site/c.ipINKTOAJsG/b.8510803/k.9920/Injury_Prevention_Services__Education__Consults__Earthquake_Safety__Home_Safety__Passenger_Safety__Pedestrian_Safety__Sports_Safety__Water_Safety.htm#water
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School Council Summary 

Staff Reports 

Doug Patterson reviewed several maintenance issues with the council, including toilets that are obsolete and can no longer 

get parts for, exterior lights that need to be replaced, and fluorescent lights that need replaced with LEDs.  The cost to       

upgrade the lights alone is $15,000 and the estimate for the bathroom remodel is $150,000.  Dr. Compagnone is hopeful that 

some of the projects may be funded through grants.  

Eric Swenson submitted a written report on the technology projects. Using a ticket system, we are able to keep track of     

repairs. We are also continuing with technology upgrades including teacher /classroom equipment, the library system, and 

Iowa Standardized testing now being done digitally.  The copier in the teacher’s lounge hit 2 million copies and needed to be 

replaced and reprogramed for staff use. 

Financial information 

Total income is $650k this year compared to $574k; tuition  increased, admission being the main factor.  Expenses are also up 

slightly, mostly due to increased utilities. New textbooks were another expense increase from the previous year. 

Accreditation 

St. Mary’s received a 25 Years of Excellence Award from Cognia due to the adherence / exceeding of the standards set for 

education. An accreditation team will visit in March. 

Enrollment for 2022-2023 

There are several new families signed up for next year.  We are now at 334 for enrollment and anticipate a similar increase 

for the 2022-2023 school year. New enrollment packets are being prepared to send out to our community. 

Covid Update   

The COVID test-to-stay program is a lot of logistical work for the school nurse and staff.  The school is running out of testing 

supplies and so is the county.  Many thanks for those who came in to help with testing. 

Service Project 

For our  food drive, we collected over 2,000 cans (last year we collected 1,300!). Food items were taken to Catholic Charities. 

Classrooms also kept some items to put in the Blessing Box over the next couple of weeks. 

No School council meeting scheduled in December. 

Fr. Kevin blesses 

Advent Wreaths  

during the 1st & 2nd 

grade Mass. 

 

During Advent, 4th 

grade students read 

scripture over the 

intercom then place 

a symbol on the 

Jesse Tree in the 

hallway. 

St. Mary's is so thankful... 
 
Mr. Matt Wagoner with Landscape Consultants donated six 
25+ foot tall trees (4-Princeton Elms, an American Elm and a 
Bald   Cypress) to plant around the St. Mary's campus. Three 
trees were planted east of the new Kindergarten playground 
and three were planted around the Knights of Columbus 
baseball fields. These beautiful trees will grow to be nearly 45 
foot tall. The trees will provide much needed shade for our 
active school children for many years to come.  
Thank you to Doug Patterson, Kim Cochran, Doug Mergen, 
Eric Kohn and Pat Ochs for planting and staking the trees.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Tuition 
December is also a busy time for all of us and we urge everyone to keep vigilant with 
payments.  We ask that all monthly tuition payments be made by December 17.  Many 
families pay by semester and quarterly; we would appreciate your payments early, if 
possible.  Please make sure checks are filled out correctly. 
 
Weather Advisory 
Should the need arise to cancel school because of bad weather, announcements will 
be made on local radio stations.  It will also be posted on the school website:  
http://stmarysalina.org.  We will use our text messaging system to notify families.  
Decisions are usually made by 6:30 a.m.  If bad weather should occur during the 
school day, please listen to your radio for announcements and watch for a text  
message.  
 
SCRIP 
Please keep in mind buying Scrip cards before you do your holiday shopping.  These 
gift cards also make wonderful Christmas gifts.  We have limited inventory in the office 
of these cards or you can order what you need—watch for order forms in the weekly 
Red Folders.  
You can also purchase a Scrip voucher which allows the receiver to choose the card 
of their choice. 
 
After School Pickup 
We really do appreciate everyone’s cooperation in picking up their children at  
dismissal.  With weather getting colder it is very important that students not be left 
waiting.  In case of snow, please drive carefully.  Snow banks sometimes leave single 
lanes to exit the parking lots.  Children who are not picked up  20 minutes after  
dismissal will be taken to Extended Care. 
 
St. Nicholas Day   
The Feast of St. Nicholas, patron saint of children, was December 6th.  We celebrated 
this feast day by having students put their shoes in the hall, hoping for an inspirational 
visit from St. Nick.  This is a custom of many countries, believing that St. Nicholas will 
visit, and commemorating his generosity in giving to others.  We hope this activity will 
instill into the children the true meaning of giving during this time.  
 

Christmas Decorations 
Thank you to Home & School and all the volunteers that came and decorated the 
school hallways for Christmas!! 
 
 



 

5 

 AROUND THE SCHOOL 

Advent Project 

This year, instead of one school-wide service project, we will be doing 

individual grade level projects.  Each grade will choose an item or 

items to collect for various organizations in our community. 

Preschool   -  Salina Shares  -  Chapstick, lotion, deodorant 

Kindergarten  -  Laundry Love -  Laundry supplies & quarters 

1st Grade  -  Catholic Charities  -  Hygiene items 

2nd Grade  -  Birthright  -  Baby items 

3rd Grade  -  Toys from the Heart  -  New toys 

4th Grade  -  Arbor Court  -  Shampoo, soap, toothpaste, deodorant 

5th Grade  -   Animal Shelter  -  Blankets, food, toys 

6th Grade  -  Salina Rescue Mission  -  Socks 

Students collected canned 

goods and boxed goods to  

donate to Catholic Charities 

& St. Mary’s Blessing’s Box. 

We collected a total of 2,008 

items!! We exceeded our 

goal of 1000 items!! Good 

job everyone!! 

Thank you to all that helped to distribute Red Wheel Prod-

ucts on Monday, November 8th. Those volunteers were: 

Kim Cochran, Gage & Mandy Cranmer, Jennifer McGilvray, 

Danne Reed, Stephanie Plummer & Kiera Cochran. 

The school sold 1400 items for a profit of $10,300. 

Top Sellers were Avery Tripp who sold 42 items & 

Braelyn Cheever & Billy Lawson who sold  34 items!! Congrats to all!! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25  

26 27 28 29 30 31 Happy New 

Year 2022!! 

    December 2021 

1st  Reconciliation  
10:00am 

Christmas Break—No School 

Christmas Break—No School 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES   

There will be a time to share with classmates the inspirational spirit of giving.  Students will exchange gifts 
that will benefit the child in the school setting—items such as new markers, crayons, pens, etc., which are 

often depleted by semester time.  The exchange is still in the spirit of giving, and yet has a practical  

application.  Teachers will be sending home a note with any special suggestions for the grade level.  The 
price limit will be $3.50—$4.00.   

       

 School Resumes-

Tuesday, Jan. 4th. 

REMINDER:  Per our school dress code : Shorts cannot be worn  
December, January & February.   Shoes can be  tennis or athletic 
shoes only -boots may not be worn in the building during school hours  

DARE graduation 

Dismiss at 

1:20pm 

H&S Bake Sale 

in the APR 

H&S Bake Sale 

in the APR 

1,2,3 Christmas 

Concert 6pm 

Kindergarten 

Program 9:30am 
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St. Mary’s Messenger 
St. Mary’s School 

304 E Cloud 

Salina, KS 67401 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light 

and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit 

upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek 

quiet spaces to hear your voice each 

day, We who are anxious over many 

things look forward to 

your coming among us.  


