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——————Lenten Symbols—————— 
Lent is a forty-day penitential season spent in preparation for the highest holy days of our Christian faith, the 

Triduum:  Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Over the centuries many symbols have 

evolved that   represent key spiritual aspects of this holy season.  

Ashes. In the Old Testament ashes represent death and sorrow for sins. Ashes and dust are    

synonymous. Our bodies are made of dust (Gen 2:7), and upon death they return to “dust and 

ashes” (Gen 18:17). Ashes serve as a stark reminder of human mortality which is a compelling 

reason to do penance.   

 Violet. Violet is the liturgical color for the season of Lent, as well as the color of the stole worn by the priest 

for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Violet is a somber color which symbolizes mourning, suffering,         

humility, regret, and the willingness to do penance, particularly fasting. Violet’s association with suffering is 

based upon Jesus’ Passion when the soldiers clothed him in a purple cloak and tortured him  

(Mk 15:17-20; Jn 19:2-3). 

Barren stones. Jesus went out into the desert where the landscape was parched and the surface covered with 

loose stones and almost no sand.  The stones are a symbol of austerity and rigor, desolation and misery,    

severity and sadness. The devil used stones to tempt Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, command that these 

stones become loaves of bread” (Mt 4:3), but Jesus made them a symbol for overcoming temptation when he 

replied, “One does not live on bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4; 

Dt 8:3). 

Fish. A fish is a Lenten symbol for the obligation to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good  

Friday and to abstain from all flesh meat on every Friday in Lent. 

Praying Hands. Praying hands represent prayer, the activity that ranks first among the 

other three traditional penitential practices: fasting, almsgiving, and works of charity. 

Prayer is the premier way to strengthen one’s relationship with God, and in so doing, to turn away from sin. 

Rice Bowls  symbolize the Lenten penitential practice of almsgiving. It is better to give alms than to store up 

gold, for almsgiving saves one from death and expiates every sin. Those who give alms shall enjoy a full 

life” (Tob 12:8,9). 

Pretzels. Pretzels had their origin in early Christian Lenten practice. “Because fat, eggs, and 

milk were     forbidden during Lent, a special bread was made with dough consisting of only 

flour, salt, and water. These  little breads were shaped in the form of arms crossed in prayer 

and were called bracellae (Latin, ‘little arms’). Among the Germans the Latin word became 

‘bretzel.’  These pretzels were a common Lenten food throughout the Middle Ages in 

Europe and became an all year round snack, in its original shape, only in the 19th  century” 



2 

 

 School Council Summary 

St. Mary’s School Council met on Jan. 28.  The school council discussed the progress of the 
STREAM Curriculum.  The staff is planning STREAM Academies for the 2019 summer. The  
program will complement the summer art camp. 
Dr. Compagnone explained the School Improvement Plan, including plans to review the Language 
Arts Program. 
St. Mary’s School received a grant from the Hanson Foundation to complete the Greenhouse  
Project. 
Before Christmas break, $25,000 was raised for the school’s endowment and was matched by an 
anonymous donor. 
Dr. Compagnone also reported that the school updated a total of 35 computers to Windows 10  
operating systems through proceeds from a donor’s gift.   
The council reviewed the preliminary 2019-20 school calendar and tabled it for future approval. 

 

“Race for Education” 

Are you interested in helping St. Mary’s Grade School raise funds in order to 

continue to provide a quality education and affordable tuition?? 

Our goal this year is to raise $25,000 which will go to the general fund. 

Race for Education will be held on Friday, April 12th!! 

                   For more information call the school office at 785-827-4200. 

                                                         Advancing the Vision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About 5 years ago, the Advancing the Vision Campaign was 

launched. The main focus of the project’s mission was to complete a 

2.1 million dollar project to house a new gym facility to be utilized 

for both Sacred Heart Jr/Sr High School and St. Mary’s Grade 

School. A wing was also added to house a full-day kindergarten 

program. Mel and Marge Bergkamp along with Greg and Margaret 

Brown were co-chairs of the campaign. Pictured are the Berkamps 

next to the honor roll plaque. The plaque was built and donated by 

Lawrence and Phyllis Wetter. (Lawrence Wetter also in the photo). 

Thank you to all the generous donors! 
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No School 

     There will be No School on Monday, February 18th. 

Chocolate Sales 

     We appreciate all the effort in the chocolate fundraiser.  The fundraiser ended on Friday, February 8th.  We are     

hoping to have a complete sell out! 

Tax Information 

     If your child is enrolled at Love ‘n Learn Day Care, St. Mary’s Pre-K program or St. Mary’s Extended Care Program, 

you may qualify for a tax credit.  Please consult your tax accountant.  If you qualify, you will need the school’s Federal 

ID Number.  We will be glad to provide the information if you make such a request in writing.  We will not give the in-

formation over the phone.  Please allow a couple of days for processing.   

Pre Enrollment Forms are Due by Friday, February 22nd!! 

More Information Plus 

Geography Bee 
For the 33rd year, the National Geographic Society is holding the 

National Geographic Bee for the students in the fourth through 

eighth grades in schools across the United States.  The school winner 

completes a written test which will determine if he is eligible for the 

state competition that will be held in Topeka on March 29, 2019.  

The state winners will then progress to The National Geography Bee 

to be held in Washington D.C. May 19-22, 2019.  All school winners 

are eligible to win the national championship and its first prize: a 

$25,000 college scholarship, Lifetime Membership in the National 

Geographic Society and a trip to the Galapagos Islands. 

School Winner: Ethan Newell 

Participants were:  Kale Leners, Jack Ward, Trent Blackwell,     

Caroline Stone, Alex Ortiz, Elias Gordon, Ethan Newell, Carson 

Lehmann, Dorian White, Levi Reed. 

Kansas Wax Museum 2019 

Wednesday, January 30th was the date of St. Mary’s Grade School’s 4th grade famous Kansas Wax Museum.  The stu-

dents chose a famous person who contributed to our great State of Kansas.  They did much research, memorizing and 

costume designing.  On the big day, St. Mary’s APR was the scene of an awesome wax museum.  Each student had a 

“button” and would “come to life” and tell visitors about their character.  Some examples of the characters were Wilt 

Chamberlin, Clyde Cessna, Mamie Williams, Hattie McDaniel. 

Pictured are the two fourth grade classes. 
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THANK YOU 

     St. Mary’s Staff would like to thank the Home & School for the delicious lunch   

provided to them during Catholic Schools Week.   

     Your hard work, support, and dedication to our school does not go unnoticed.  

Also, thanks to Home and School for providing snacks for the students during IOWA 

Basic testing. 

Even More Information  

Participants for this year’s spelling bee were: 

4th grade: Quinn Foley, Abi Garcia, Emma Greenemeyer, Mia Hamilton, Dominic     

Matteucci, Karrigan Thompson, Maddox Wells, Jonah Kaumans, Ethan Newell, Braxton 

Talley, Graham Armstrong, Edyn Sharpton, Callie Moore, Maja Kaumans, Cassandra   

Tan-awon, Dorian White, Noah Wright 

5th Grade: Trent Blackwell, Jonathon Banda, Licia Shaw, Skylar Douglas, Ben Marrs, 

Cayson Ivey, Cody Burr, Sophia Kaumans, Grayson Tinker, Noah Peck, Michael Kimani,  

6th Grade: Amy Mares, Hayzelle Rodriguez, Luke Newell, Alexa Franco, Jack Ward, 

Abram Anderson, Makenna Soukup, Alex Ortiz, Carson Lehmann 

Theme Baskets ……….AND THE  WINNERS ARE… 
Alexa Blackwell, Licia Shaw, Holly Bonilla, Sabrina Hammond, Drew Power, Edward Gawith,  

Harrison Torrey, Tucker Bright, Nathan White, Ansleigh Butler, Drew Gasper, Mia Feist,  
Jesse Higgins, Max Diehl, Cali Smith, Skylar Douglas, Fin Martin, Kiptyn Alderson,  

Landry Sprague, Braxton Talley, Molly Foley, Makenna Soukup, Alyssa Patterson, Krista Demars, 
Kaumans family, Holly Haselhorst, Isaac Berndt, Tucker Rice 

And the Winners are: 

1st Place: Jack Ward 

2nd Place: Cassandra Tan-awon 

3rd Place: Maddox Wells 
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Catholic Schools Week Snapshots 

Some of the fun activities from Catholic Schools 

Week! 

Kindergarten invited parents to the 100th Day School Party. 

1st Grade collected bars of soap for Salina Food Bank. 

2nd Grade made Valentines cards to send to nursing homes. 

3rd Grade went to Smoky Hill Museum. 

4th-6th Grade competed in a spelling bee. 

4th grade had a wax museum. 

5th grade visited the Adoration Chapel. 

6th grade focused on the Corporal Works of Mercy &       

collected items for DVACK & Catholic Charities. All students 

collected items for those less fortunate.  

Home & School provided lunch for teachers & staff. 

Staff & students played games to kick off the week. Games 

included blind folded musical chairs, Heads & Tails, a basket-

ball challenge and a “Say What” game! 

3rd & 4th Grade sang at St. Mary’s Church to begin the week. 

Angel Choir sang at St. Elizabeth’s  to end the week. 

Richard Holgram entertained students with 

 juggling acts. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

 

12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 

 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

February 20 19  

Chocolate 

Sales End 

Catholic Schools Week 
1/2 Price Boo Fair (thru Friday) 

School Council 
5:30 

No School 

Staff Development 

———————————————————-Aluminum Can Drive———————————— 

——————————————————Aluminum Can Drive——————————————————- 

H&S meeting 

Angel Choir to sing 

at St. Elizabeth’s @ 

10:30 

Catholic Schools Week 

1st Communion 

Parent Meeting 

10am or 7pm 

Valentine’s 

Parties MWF 

Classes 

Valentine’s 

Parties 
IHOP Night 

out 

5th & 6th 

Grade Parent 

Meeting @ SH 
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Pre-enrollment Forms for 2019-
2020 ARE due February 22nd 

 

They  were mailed to 
 current & interested families. 

If you need pre-enrollment forms 
 please contact the office—827-4200. 


