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The History of St. Mary’s           

Grade School 

 The history of St. Mary’s Parish began in 1954 with the acquisition of 29 

acres of land in southeast Salina at a cost of $35,000.  A Real Estate Committee, 

which was appointed by Msgr. John A Duskie, of the Sacred Heart Cathedral,       

selected the John Vanier property on East Cloud Street as a suitable site for Catholic 

School expansion.  The members of this committee were E.R. Dandurand, Adolph 

Mentgen, Joe Easterday, Dr. Max Lake, and Frank Barbee.  This location was      

authorized by Bishop Frank A Thill with an immediate goal...The erection of the first 

unit of St. Mary’s Grade School. 

 The school was built at a cost of $225,000 and was opened in the fall of 

1955 with 225 students, 5 classrooms, and 5 teachers.  Sister Myra Joseph was the 

first Principal of the grade school.  The other teachers who were first to teach at St. 

Mary’s were the following: Sister M. Claude, Sister Charles Marie, Sister Stella Marie, and Mrs. Ellen Davis.  Students in grades first 

through sixth were enrolled, and students in grades seventh and eighth were enrolled at the Sacred Heart Cathedral Grade School.  

 The Bishop’s Educational and Development Campaign for the development and expansion of our Salina Catholic             

educational system was launched in the fall of 1958.  The combined efforts of the Catholic people of Salina were directed to the   

common burden, and the initial campaign was a real success.  Pledges totaling more than $500,000 were submitted.  As was       

promised during the campaign, steps were immediately undertaken to expand St. Mary’s Grade School, and in the summer of 1959 

four additional classrooms were added at the cost of $63,000. J.S. Frank Construction Company built both units of the grade school. 
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ST. MARY’S ENDOWMENT FUND 
In 1986 an educational endowment was set up for St. Mary’s School.  The purpose of St. Mary’s Grade School Endow-
ment Fund is to invest funds in which the proceeds of those investments go to support the ministry of St. Mary’s School.  
Funds are invested with financial institutions.  Today the total amount of funds invested is close to $1.1 million.  A     
separate endowment advisory board oversees the investment and recommends disbursements.  Information about the 
endowment will be sent out later this month. 

Drink water instead of sugary drinks: 

Cut calories by drinking water or unsweet-

ened beverages. Soda, energy drinks, and 

sports drinks are a major source of added 

sugar, and calories, in American  diets. 

After School Pickup 

We really do appreciate everyone’s cooperation in 

picking up their children at dismissal.  With 

weather getting colder it is very important that   

students not be left waiting.  In case of snow, 

please drive carefully.  Snow banks sometimes 

leave single lanes to exit the parking lots. 



 

3 

TAX INFORMATION 
     If your child is enrolled at Love ‘n Learn Day Care, St. Mary’s Pre K Program, or St. Mary’s    

Extended Care Program, you may qualify for a tax credit.  Please consult your tax accountant.  If you 

qualify, you will need the school’s Federal ID Number.  We will be glad to provide the information if 

you make such a request in writing.  Please allow a couple days for processing.  We will not give the 

information over the phone. 

 United in Christ, Body, Mind and Spirit 

What Are the Primary Reasons Parents 

Enroll at St. Mary’s Grade School?  
 

Recently we sent Cognia surveys to families asking why parents send their students to St. Mary’s Grade School According to the 

results of the survey one can infer that parents want their children to receive the best education possible so their child will have a 

better chance of success as adults. Sixty-five percent of families responded to the survey. 

   

Some of the primary reasons parents send their children to St. Mary’s School include: 

 Class size 

 School reputation 

 Catholic Identity (school mission) 

 Teacher Staff Competence 

●     Personal Experience 

   

      What Are Some Benefits a Child Can Receive from St. Mary’s Grade School?  
   

Academic Excellence  
   

A Catholic education can provide students with a solid academic foundation. Students study mathematics, social studies, English, 

science, foreign language, art, and religion. In the Cognia survey, 98% of parents at SMGS agreed with this statement; “the school 

provides a good balance between academics and religious teaching and the staff responds to the needs of my child(ren)”. Parents 

view staff as partners in the education of their child(ren), (99%). The staff responds to the needs of my children (98%). 

 

According to research, students who consistently attend school do best academically. St. Mary’s Grade School has a 97% average 

daily attendance, according to the Kansas State Department of Education. 

   

Catholic Faith and Values  
   

Catholic education teaches students core values to help them mature into Christ-like people. Students learn self-discipline, how to 

accept responsibility for their actions, and how to make good decisions based on the tenets of their faith. They also learn about com-

mitment, respect of others, and service. According to the parent survey, 94% of the respondents agreed with the statement that chil-

dren are learning a need for community service, while 95% agree the gospel message is evident in all areas of learning. 

   

Healthy Social Relationships and a Sense of Community  
   

When children go to a Catholic school, they develop a strong bond with their fellow students, their school, their church, and their 

home to create a strong sense of community. An overwhelming number of parents (98%) agreed with the statement that a good 

community spirit exists within the school. At St. Mary’s School children treat each other respectfully (95%).  

 



 

4 

 

Around the School 

Top Picture: Congratulations to 2nd grade on       

receiving their First Reconciliation! 

 

Bottom Pictures: Students collected goods to be        

delivered to nursing homes in Salina. This was 

our  Advent Project for the year. 
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Ten Reasons Why Catholic Schools Matter 

 

1. A Faith View of the World 

      Catholic school students are taught a faith view of the world, there is 

no such thing as a secular subject, as all learning helps to develop and 

bring to full bloom that image of God that is in each person. 

2. Immersion in the Paschal Mystery 

       Our lives are a series of small and not so small dyings and risings.  In union with the   

Paschal Mystery, we realize that there is redemptive power in suffering, and in the power 

of the cross.  

3. The Value of Relationships 

       Catholic school students learn to experience God’s grace and presence in their lives 

through their relationships with family, friends and teachers. We are made for Commu-

nity. 

4. A Holistic View of Scripture 

      Catholic school students are given the opportunity to explore the beauty and richness of 

Sacred Scripture seen through the lens of faith and lived out in daily practice.  They learn 

to apply Scripture to their own lies as a tool for prayer and the true guide for virtuous liv-

ing. 

5.  Civic Engagement 

       In recent research, it has been reported that private school graduates are significantly 

more likely to actively participate in civic activities.. 

6.  Service for the Common Good 

       Catholic schools promote service as an essential component of their curriculum.  Many 

Catholic schools have service programs from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

 7. Discipline as a Faith Expectation 

       Catholic schools promote self-discipline through clarity of moral vision that is based on 

the Gospel.  Students are challenged to be Christ-like in work and action.  

8.  The Centrality of Arts, Ritual, Drama, Music to the Life of Faith 

       Through Catholic education, students are exposed to the richness of the religious tradi-

tion.  Music, Art, Literature, Drama and Ritual are rooted in the rich history of the Church. 

9. The Fullness of the Catholic Identity at the Heart of the Church 

       Catholic education has always been at the heart of the Catholic mission.  Catholic educa-

tion, and the students who are the product of it, have been called the “greatest work of 

the Church”.   

10. Personal Excellence as a Spiritual Goal 

      Catholic school students learn that excellence is a response to God’s blessings.  Students 

learn so as to help others, and make a difference in the world around them. 
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Assessment Program at St. Mary’s School 

 

St. Mary’s Grade School follows a traditional curriculum.  The basic core subjects 

of Religion, Math, and Language Arts are integrated with Science, Social Studies, 

and Data Analysis. 

In today’s educational conversations, there is a great emphasis on “academic 

growth” and preparing students for the next level. 

For over 40 years, St. Mary’s Grade School has been committed to monitoring aca-

demic growth in Grades K-6.  Data collected from assessments are for both short 

and long term academic progress of individual students.  The staff utilizes several 

tools to observe and analyze student advancement.   

ACRE (Assessment of Catholic Religious Education) helps schools evaluate 

faith, knowledge, and attitudes of Catholic School students.  This is administered in 

the 5th, 8th, and 11th grades. 

Acadience Reading which is individually administered, measures acquisition of 

early literacy skills in K-6.  Acadience Math is a brief evaluation of numeracy, com-

putation, and problem solving skills in K-6.  These two assessments are done three 

times a year. 

ITBS (Iowa Tests of Basic Skills) is a national standardized assessment and is 

more comprehensive across the curriculum including Phonics, Reading, Math, Lan-

guage (Spelling/Capitalization/Punctuation), Science (Life and Physical), and So-

cial Studies (History, Economics and Civics).  Results of the ITBS are shared with 

parents at mid-year conferences.  At the same time, individual student’s academic 

growth from year to year is also reviewed and shared.  Starting in 2017, The ITBS 

will also provide predictive scores for ACT starting in Grade 6. 

Kansas Assessments are summative assessments used to measure student knowl-

edge based on the Kansas College Standards.  Summative assessments are given 

towards the end of the year and can aid in reviewing curriculum and infrastructure. 
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4th Grade Wax 

Museum 

January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

 

School  Council 
5:30  

No School 

School Resumes 

Chocolate Fundraiser 
begins 

Catholic Schools Week 

New Years Day 

Used Uniform 

Sale 10-1 

SMGS  Online     

Extravaganza 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
     Catholic Schools Week will be Jan. 31st thru Feb. 6th.  Activities will look different this year, but 
we hope to make it fun for our students while still following all COVID regulations. More information 
will come out in the weekly Red Folders. 

Extravaganza 

item pick up 

Online Extravaganza 

goes Live!! 

SMGS was able to purchase a new warmer for the 

kitchen.  This will help the kitchen when preparing 

meals in the morning and also when serving summer 

meals. 
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